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Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year! 

I hope that your 
holiday season was 
f i l l e d  w i t h 
happiness and 
joyful experiences, 
watching our 
children open their 
Christmas gifts 
a n d  g i v i n g 
thankful prayers 
for our families 
and friends' health 
and safety where 
ever they might be 
in the world. 

This coming year, 2015, the Alaska Native 

Harbor Seal Commission  ( ANHSC ) will be 

celebrating 20 years of Co-Management 

Partnership with The National Marine 

Fisheries Service ( NMFS ). The  ANHSC 

hopes to have a memorable spring meeting 

celebrating the signing of the Co -

Management Agreement between the 

Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission and 

The National Marine Fisheries Service. 

Joni Bryant is an energetic person who 

started her tenure with us as the Project 

Coordinator ten years ago ( December ) and 

is now our CEO. She is instrumental in 

keeping our Organization on track. Making 

sure that reports are filed, proposals 

submitted " on time " and keeping the 

Board of Commissioners up to date with 

current events crucial to the Harbor Seals'  

Uqutengqerrtuci? 
(Ohh-go-dung-caw-chew-tee) 

Yupik for Got Seal Oil? 

Winter 2014 
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Sustainability. I had the honor of attending 

a NOAA Finance workshop in Springfield, 

MD with Joni.  It  was a bit  "numbers " 

crowded but this workshop gave me a better 

understanding of the number crunching and 

planning that CEOs of any Organization 

will do with the accountants to keep our Or-

ganization and programs financially stable. 

Our new Project Coordinator, Bernadine 

Erickson is a wonderful, equally energetic 

person who hails from the Bristol Bay Re-

gion. Welcome aboard I know you will enjoy 

working with Joni & the Board on Harbor 

Seal Issues in the regions we serve. 

 

Thank you all, for the coming year and 

forward let's make this a better place 

for our children. Our ancestors made it 

better for us, Who are we if we do not 

try to make it better? 

Quyaanaasinaq, 

Speridon Simeonoff Sr. 

A Message from the Chairman, Speridon Simeonoff Sr. 

“Mitch” Simeonoff  
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Board Member Highlight 

Harold Martin 

Tribe:                Tlingit 

Moiety:     Raven 

Clan:                                       T’akdeintaan 

House:                Yeil-Kudd-Hit 

Father:    Yanyeidi 

Maternal Grandfather:   Kaagwaantaan 

Paternal Grandfather:  Gaanax.Adi 

Born and raised:              Kake, Alaska 

Traditional homeland:  Hoonah, Alaska 

Father’s homeland:              Taku River 

From 1982 to 2000, I have been involved in the following Statewide Native Subsistence organizations as a 

member, Co-founder and Chaired some of the organizations. 

 

Occupational Affiliations:  

 

 Southeast Native Subsistence Commission, Co-Founder, Past President 

Rural Alaska resources Association, Past President Indigenous Peoples 

Council for Marine Mammals, Co-Founder, Past President 

Alaska Sea Otter Commission, Co-Founder 

Alaska Native Migratory Working Group, Southeast Representative. 

Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission, Co-Founder, Past President 

Alaska Native Subsistence Halibut Working Group, Co-Founder, Past 

President 

Alaska Native Brotherhood Grand Camp Subsistence & Fisheries Com-

mittee, Past President 

Southeast Federal Subsistence Regional Advisory Council, Southeast Representative 

Federal  Subsistence Harvest Assessment Working Group, Southeast Representative 

Southeast Inter-Tribal Fish and Wildlife Commission, Co-Founder 

Indigenous Survival International, Southeast Representative 

 

 

I am currently involved with the Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission and the Southeast 

Inter-Tribal Fish and Wildlife Commission. Affiliations:· Southeast Conference, Southeast 

Alaska Independent Power Procedures, Alaska/Canada Energy Coalition,  Alaska/BX Inter-

Tie, Kake Community Economic Development Strategies, Alaska Native Brotherhood Camp 

#70, Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of  Alaska, Sealaska Corporation, Ex-

officio on all KTC Committees and Subsidiaries, Southeast Alaska Development Group,  Kake 

Kensington Development Corporation, and  The Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission. 

Founding Member Southeast Commissioner 

ANHSC, Harold Martin 
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From the Desk of The CEO, Executive Director… 

Joni Bryant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, on behalf of the ANHSC Commissioners, 

and myself, we would like to express our gratitude 

to all the seal hunters and coastal tribes within the 

Harbor Seal Range for their continued support of 

the ANHSC.  

With staff changes, this last year has proven to 

have many ups and downs, along with the 

challenges that come with such changes, we are 

ironing out the wrinkles and adapting well to the 

those changes and the Commission is as strong as 

ever. We are guided by our framework of our 

strong Co-management Agreement with The 

NMFS. A productive working relationship with the 

NOAA program staff and federal co-management 

partners is key to the over-all success of the 

ANHSC.  

Thankfully with a very active and wise Board of 

Directors, coupled with smart and knowledgeable 

advisors, due diligence, along with many long work 

hours, there are some exciting projects and 

creative ideas on the horizon here at the 

Commission.  In order to continue to be proactive 

and to strengthen the co-management activities 

and partnerships, The ANHSC is building capacity 

to better adapt to the ever changing needs of the 

communities we serve and those that rely on the 

harbor seal to survive and to thrive as well. While 

always keeping our “Mission Statement” at the 

forefront of our day to day operations, policy 

decisions and project implementations. Acting on 

an ANHSC Spring BOD Directive, the ANHSC 

Chairman and the Executive Director attended the 

NOAA Financial Assistance “Changing Times” in 

Silver Springs, Maryland.  

 This 2.5 Day training connected the NOAA 

administrative/programmatic staff with the NOAA 

funded recipients and provided valuable 

information in regards to the many upcoming 

updates and changes to federal funding, the 

regulations and OMB circulars that we must follow 

and adhere to as NOAA funded recipients. Time 

was available to go to D.C to stop in and provide 

newsletters to the Alaska Delegation as well.  

 

In September the ANHSC hired a Project 

Coordinator. Bernadine Erickson was highly 

recommended and selected as a candidate for the 

position.  Bernadine is Alaskan Native. A lifelong 

Alaskan, her family is from the Bristol Bay 

Region. Mrs. Erickson was hired at a very busy 

time at the ANHSC, and helped me prepare for the 

annual fall meeting, AFN, and Harvest Data 

Assessments, along with many required reporting 

deadlines and a backlog of tasks and  pending pro-

jects she will be taking charge of.   
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for the Harvest Management and Harvest 

Data Programs. You may help welcome 

Bernie to the ANHSC and share any 

ideas, helpful hints or newsletter articles 

by either calling her directly at the 

ANHSC office at 907-345-0555 or via  

 

email at:  bernadineerickson1@gmail.com 

Since 2010, the ANHSC has begun 

assisting tribes in developing local 

resource management plans in order to 

preserve traditional harvest practices that 

are specific to the communities and the 

unique attributes of local harvest areas. A 

proposal to the BIA to continue funding 

this project on Kodiak Island, Lower 

Cook Inlet and to include the Bristol Bay 

Regions’ 5 Lake Illiamna Tribes has been 

funded. This project provides funds to 

support a part time salary for the Project 

Coordinator to assist the 15 communities 

that are involved in the project by 

providing assistance to the Tribes in 

creating Tribally Authorized Marine 

Mammal Ordinances and drafting harvest 

management plans for harbor seals and 

other marine mammals. The Bristol Bay 

Native Association will facilitate the 

participation of Iliamna Lake 

communities.  This project also provides 

funding for assistance by Local Research 

Assistants (LRA’s) in participating Tribes 

and communities. 

We are very grateful for Funding from 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and 

NOAA that allows the ANHSC to 

continue to investigate and assist Tribes 

in developing effective harvest 

management guidelines specific to their 

respective coastal Alaska Native 

communities.  Empowering communities 

with informed local researchers and 

promoting responsible local management 

has allowed the Harvest Management 

Program to establish an important 

presence of self-regulation within many 

communities. The Harvest Management 

Program is important for (1) supporting 

the involvement of Alaska Native 

strategies and solutions to environmental 

resource issues identified community 

members; (2) enhancing relationships 

within and outside the community that 

will grow and strengthen the conservation 

of resources important to the community; 

(3) helping bridge information and goals 

of local traditional practices and 

knowledge with information available 

from experts outside the local community 

to assist with the development of a draft 

management plan;  (3) strengthening 

tribal self-governance and promotion of 

sustainable harvest, and (4) strengthening 

mentoring and the development of youth 

and emerging leaders in the community in 

the field of environmental stewardship. 

During May I was invited and traveled to 

Dillingham  

Cont. from the desk of the Executive Director 
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for the Bristol Bay Marine Mammal 

Commission (BBMC) meeting to introduce 

the funded project and concept of local 

harvest management.   

ANHSC was funded by NMFS to include 

Base Operations and to conduct a Harvest 

Data Assessment, and Harvest 

Management. A Cooperative Agreement 

was negotiated with the ADF&G, Division 

of Subsistence to assist us with assessing 

and archiving the data received from the 

household surveys. Summaries of the data 

via tables and text will provide for a 

comprehensive report that will include 13 

Communities in the Prince William Sound, 

Lower Cook Inlet as well as Yakutat. 

Federal funding constraints forced the cut 

of annual surveys in this 18 year old 

statewide program. Because of those cuts 

in funding, these communities have not 

participated in household surveys to 

estimate for the subsistence take and use of 

harbor seal and Steller Sea Lions by Alaska 

Natives since 2008 and were identified as a 

priority to the NMFS and the ANHSC to 

gather the necessary data need to fulfill the 

Stock Assessment Reports mandated by 

Congress. The ANHSC convened for spring 

meetings in Juneau, beginning with the 

Annual ANHSC Board of Directors and Co

-management Partners as well as a 

Statewide Harbor Seal Research Plan 

meeting, in Juneau May 5-8th 2014 and a 

fall Board of Directors meeting October 

22nd 2014 in Anchorage at the Dimond 

Center Hotel. On November 5th and 6th, 

2014, in an effort to provide updated 

training materials and protocols and to 

continue the consistency as well as to 

strengthen the researcher/hunter network 

the ANHSC hosted a 1.5 day, Local 

Research Assistant (LRA) training in the 

Traditional Athabaskan Lodge at the 

Alaska Native Heritage Center. While 

there are many benefits to these trainings, 

one main benefit is that this interface with 

the LRA’s keeps the connections active 

with the tribes and communities that the 

ANHSC proudly represents and serves. 

 

 

LRA Stephanie Kompkoff & Board  

Member Ray Sensmeir at LRA 

Training. November 5 & 6th, 2014 

Joni Bryant and LPort Graham LRA & 

Chugach Alternate Board Member/LRA 

Melvin Malchoff at LRA training No-

vember 5th & 6th, 2014 in Anchorage, 

AK  

Cont. from the desk of the Executive Director 
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Established in April 1995, May 4th 2015 

will mark the ANHSC, 20 Year 

Anniversary. Fund raising efforts are 

underway. Committees are being formed 

and some great ideas are being generated. 

The ANHSC welcomes you to celebrate this 

joyous occasion with us, volunteer positions 

are available and eligible for community 

service. Please let us know if you can help 

and  do keep in touch and be on the lookout 

for a calendar of scheduled events to help 

the ANHSC mark this great achievement. 

While celebrating this anniversary we 

really began highlighting and honoring the 

history of the Alaska Native Organizations 

successes. So with a year of community 

events and celebrations in the works please 

do let us know if you have an upcoming 

event that may also be appropriate for 

honoring the seal, seal hunters and local 

tribal natural resource management.  

ANHSC Staff continue to update and 

maintain the ANHSC website and 

Facebook page. Through networks with 

elders, hunters,  ANHSC Board members, 

and others we seek to locate seal 

information, pictures, seal news, hunting 

stories and seal recipes. The ANHSC 

website is as available to view at 

www.harborsealcommission.org. Also 

please watch for the new ANHSC website 

currently being designed and can be found 

at www.anhsc.org.  

The ANHSC continues to address any 

human health or safety concerning the use 

of harbor seals, and proper notification is 

given to the Alaska Native community if 

deemed necessary. And don’t forget to like  

us on Facebook! As Always Safe, Happy, 

Hunting!  Quyana!  Joni Bryant 

 

 

 

Joni Bryant &  family 

Christmas 2014 

Cont. from the desk of the Executive Director 

CEO/ Executive Director, Joni Bryant 
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Kids Corner 
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ANHSC Mission 
Statement 

“Ensuring that har-

bor seals remain an 

essential cultural, 

spiritual, and nutri-

tional element of our 

traditional way of 

life, and to promote 

the health of harbor 

seals in order to carry 

forward the cultural, 

spiritual, and nutri-

tional traditions of 

Alaska Natives” 

 

Abnormal Seal Reporting  

Hunters and other coastal resident 

may observe seals that have 

unexpectedly died, are in ill health, 

were harvested and have tissues 

that appear abnormal, or 

otherwise appear in need of further 

assessment. The response of the 

ANHSC to those reports depends 

on the condition of the seal. The 

following provides guidelines for 

recording information and 

assisting the transfer of the 

information along appropriate 

pathways. The collection of 

accurate information from the 

observer is important. The 

observer can report stranding's 

(living distressed seals and dead 

seals) directly to NMFS (most 

d i r ect  route )  or  pr ov ide 

information to the ANHSC.  

Reporting Strandings (living and 

dead seals). The most important 

information to provide is: the date, 

location of stranding (inclucing 

latitude and longitude), number of 

animals and species. DO NOT 

MOVE OR TOUCH THE ANIMAL.   

Reporting by phone: NMFS 

statewide 24-hour Stranding 

Hotline: 1-877-925-7773. Alaska 

SeaLife Center Stranding Hotline: 

1-888-774-7325.  

Reporting by iPhone (app): A good 

method for iPhone equipped 

observer to directly report the 

stranding. Download AKStrandNet 

app from iTunes. The app allows 

you to take and submit photos of 

dead and live stranded animals. 

The location of the marine 

mammal is pinpointed with GPS 

code generated by your phone (if 

equipped and turned on). 

Submissions are reviewed by 

wildlife experts and will mobilize 

an effort to recover sick or 

o r p h a n e d  a n i m a l s  f o r 

rehabilitation and dead animals for 

testing. You can also directly 

contact the standing hotline 

through this app, there by 

facilitating immediate rescue and 

recovery efforts by trained 

responders.  

 

 

 

Web Reporting:  

Fill out form on:  

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/comment/

strandingnorice.aspx.  

Regional Stranding Coordinators:   

C o n t a c t  A l e r i a  J e n s e n 

( A l e r i a . J e n s e n @ n o a a . g o v ) 

Stranding Coordinator, National 

Marine Fisheries Service, P.O. Box 

21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668. 

Phone (907) 586-7248; Fax (907) 

586-7012.  or 

 

B a r b  M a h o n e y 

(Bar bar a .Mahoney@noaa.gov ) 

Assistant Stranding Coordinator, 

National Marine Fisheries Service, 

P.O. Box 43, Anchorage, AK 

99513-7577, Phone: (907) 271-

3448; Fax (907) 271-3030.  
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Harbor Seal-Phoca vituline 

Size: Average adult 6ft., 250 lbs. At 

birth 3ft., 25 pounds.  

Body: Medium, torpedo-shaped 

body with relatively large, round 

head and short limbs. 

Color: Variable from nearly white 

to nearly black with variable, con-

trasting colored spots, rings, or 

blotches. Pups born with spotted 

silver coat.  

Behavior: Usually solitary in water 

buy haul out in groups of few to 

thousands, Inquisitive but elusive. 

May porpoise when swimming fast 

as the water surface.  They dive 

usually 5-8 minutes at depths to 

600ft. 

Habitat: Near-coastal, estuarine. 

May be seen miles up rivers. Haul 

out on remote intertidal sandbars, 

rocky shores, ice. 

Food habits: Opportunistic. Eats 

wide variety of schooling fish, flat-

fish, crustaceans, squid. 

Life History: Sexually mature at 3-

5 years. They breed July-Aug. Sin-

gle pup per year, most born in June 

after 10 months gestation. Pups 

weaned at 4-6 weeks. Annual most 

August-September in Alaska.  

 

Welcome Project Coordinator, Bernadine 
Erickson 
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     Seal Facts 

Hello,  

my name is Bernadine Erickson. I 

am so excited to be working for 

Alaska Native Harbor Seal Com-

mission as Project Coordinator. I 

look forward to  learning about AN-

HSC and becoming very knowledge-

able about the programs at AN-

HSC . 

I have lived in Alaska 42 years of 

my life. I lived in the lower 48 for 

about 3 years and knew Alaska 

would always be home to me. I was 

born in Chicago, Ill. And moved to 

Alaska at the age of one. I am part 

Athabascan Indian and so proud to 

be able to call Alaska home. My 

Mother was born at Lake Illiamna 

and my father was born in Unalas-

ka. I was raised going hunting with 

my father for moose and rabbit. 

Every summer during our summer 

vacation we went fishing in Seward, 

AK. Fishing with my dad was the 

best times ever. Being raised hunt-

ing and fishing was awesome and 

I’m so glad my father taught me so 

I could teach my kids as well.  

 

I just love the outdoors so 

much and I’m looking for-

ward to one day living on our 

property. I am happily mar-

ried to my wonderful husband 

Michael and we have three 

children, Brittany, Bryan and 

Elsa.  

We also have three grandchil-

dren whom we adore and en-

joy spending time with them.                                                                                                 

I enjoy everything about 

Alaska from camping on our 

property in the Willow area, 

fishing, hiking, berry picking, 

snow shoeing, and just to 

name a few of the outdoor 

things we enjoy. When I have 

spare time I like to play with 

the grandkids, make jellies & 

jam, bake breads, cook new 

recipes, crochet, quilting, 

cross stitch. I like to stay 

busy year round as you can 

tell. I am honored to be part 

of Alaska Native Harbor Seal 

Commission and look forward 

to working with the Execu-

tive Director, Joni Bryant, 

the  Board of Directors, and 

our people in the wonderful 

state in which we live.  
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Harvest Data Assessment Local Research Assistant Training 

ANHSC  set the date for the Local Research 

Assistant training to November 5th & 6th, 2014, 

held in Anchorage, Alaska, at the Alaska Native 

Heritage Center, Athabascan house.  

A letter of consent was mailed to the 13 tribes. 

Anchorage, Mat-Su Valley, Tyonek, Kenai,  

Homer, Seldovia, Port Graham, Nanwalek, 

Seward, Chenega, Valdez, Tatitlek, Cordova, and 

Yakutat. 

ANHSC hosted the Local Research Assistant 

training at the Alaska Native Heritage Center in 

the Athabascan House.   

We brought all the LRA’s to Anchorage 

November 4th, from each community. We housed 

them at The Comfort Inn Ship Creek Hotel. 

ANHSC hired a shuttle driver and rented a 13 

passenger van and shuttled them back and forth 

to the training site held at Alaska Native 

Heritage Center. There were two LRA’s that were 

not able to attend but the ANHSC is planning a 

special training session with them.  

The Executive Director presented information on 

the ANHSC background, Marine Mammal 

Protection Act and Co-Management, ANHSC 

Mission Statement, Goals, and activities, harbor 

seal natural history, stock structure, harbor seal 

products, and Alaska Native cultural practices 

and values to the LRA’s.  

ANHSC invited Lisa Scarborough, from Alaska 

Department of Fish & Game Subsistence, to do a 

presentation on “The Subsistence Harvest of 

Harbor Seals and Sea Lions by Alaskan Natives” 

Lisa shared with them Research Focus: fishing, 

hunting, & gathering, processing food, sharing & 

harvesting. Methods: demographics, household 

harvest and use activities, harvest locations, 

search areas, jobs and income. 

ANHSC invited Les Cokreham, with NOAA 

Enforcement, we wanted him to introduce 

himself to the new LRA’s in the 13 communities 

and inform them about his position with NOAA 

and to let them know that he had an open forum 

for any questions the LRA’s had. The LRA’s 

asked lots of questions and felt more at ease after 

the question and answer forum.  

ANHSC also invited Raymond Sensemeir, A 

Commissioner from Yakutat,  to show a video 

presentation of Kent Nerburn, the author of this 

year's Reading in Common book, The Wolf at 

Twilight, st a free public lecture as part of the 

Reading in Common program in Gustavus. 

Nerburn was joined by the Native American 

father and son tandem of Raymond and Martin 

Sensmeier, who shared their experiences and 

insight as members of the Tlingit Tribe of 

Yakatut, Alaska.  Raymond spoke about seal 

hunting, culture, spiritual, and traditions of 

Alaska. 

The Executive Director and an ANHSC board 

member did a mock interview to demonstrate 

how the household interviews shall be 

administered in each household in the community 

they are serving. The LRA’s followed along and 

filled out the Marine Mammal Survey forms to 

demonstrate the step by step the process of 

completely filling it out. The training went 

exceptionally well and the LRA’s seemed excited 

about doing the household surveys in their 

community.  

This  comprehensive, interactive training also 

keeps the connection active with the tribes and 

communities that the ANHSC proudly represents 

and serves.  
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Akhiok kids camp 2014 was 

great! The weather was good 

for a few days. The water 

was nice and calm. Everyone 

enjoyed making the seal 

bracelets.  There  was 

bracelets made out of 

beaver. One day we walked 

The ANHSC asks that you 

consider making a TAX 

DEDUCTIBLE donation to help 

support our efforts to increase 

the understanding of sustainable 

u s e ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d 

conservation of harbor seals and 

continuing our Native Way of 

Life.  

How our programs help 

A primary mandate is to: 

Increase sustainable use, 

management, and conservation 

of harbor seals. One of the most 

effective ways of doing this is 

educating young people to be 

strong advocats to protect the 

way of life of Alaska Natives 

who rely on harbor seals for 

subsistence. The ANHSC 

provides bio-sampling training 

as well as the traditional uses of 

harbor seals to Alaska Native 

11 

Akhiok Kids Camp 2014  submitted by : Amelia Simeonoff 

Opportunity to  

Donate 

DONOR INFORMATION 

 

Name_______________________

_ 

Address 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

___________________________ 

Phone:_____________________ 

Email:_______________________

_□ YES, I would like to be add-

ed to the ANHSC mailing list. 

 

GIFT INFORMATION 

□ Enclosed is my gift of: 

 

$___________________ 

(Please make checks payable to 

Alaska Native Harbor Seal Com-

mission) 207 E. Northern Lights 

Blvd., Ste. 208, Anchorage, AK 

99503. 

 

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX 

DEDUCTALE! 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT!!! 

 

Amelia Mavis Simeonoff 

over to Sandy Beach. The water 

was cold, but it felt good. The sun 

was so hot. One night it was raining 

so hard a few of the tents  

collapsed. Everyone had to fix their 

tent, so the water couldn't come in. 

There were 3 groups ; Tonya Lee 

and I,  were in charge of the 

younger kids. We all went beach 

combing. They loved it and that 

was the only way to keep them well 

behaved. We walked at least twice 

a day. The students that didn't 

make bracelets at camp, were able 

to make a bracelet back in Akhiok.  

Thank you ANHSC for the 

opportunity to teach seal sewing at 

Akhiok kids camp. 

Young people. We also have a long 

history of supporting programs which 

enrich cultural experiences of Alaska’s 

youth.How You can help? 

While in many communities there are 

programs preserving our cultures 

through song, dance, and stories 

through oral tradition, there is a need 

to show how our oral traditions and 

customs were created and have evolved 

by way of example. There is a need for 

a strong Native Voice on management 

issues.  

Your donation will support programs of 

ANHSC that foster and enhance 

understanding and appreciation of our 

traditional way of life. We also 

promote, incorporate, and use western 

scientific research and data collection 

to offering  a more holistic approach to 

education and information gathering. 
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A new NOAA-led report shows that Arctic air 

temperatures continue to rise at more than 

twice the rate of global air temperatures, a 

phenomenon known as Arctic amplification. 

Increasing air and sea surface temperatures, 

declining reflectivity at the surface of the 

Greenland ice sheet, shrinking spring snow 

cover on land and summer ice on the ocean, 

and declining populations and health of some 

polar bear populations are among the 

observations released today in the Arctic 

Report Card 2014. "Arctic warming is setting 

off changes that affect people and the 

environment in this fragile region, and has 

broader effects beyond the Arctic on global 

security, trade, and climate," Craig McLean, 

a c t i n g 

a s s i s t a n t 

administrator 

f o r  t h e 

NOAA Office 

of Oceanic 

a n d 

Atmospheric 

Research, said during a press conference today 

at the annual American Geophysical Union 

Fall Meeting in San Francisco. "This year's 

Arctic Report Card shows the importance of 

international collaboration on long-term 

observing programs that can provide vital 

information to inform decisions by citizens, 

policymakers and industry." McLean joined 

other scientists to release the Arctic Report 

Card, an annual update provided since 2006, 

that summarizes changing conditions in the 

Arctic. Some 63 authors from 13 countries, 

United States and other nation's federal 

agencies and academia contributed to the peer-

reviewed report.  

This year's report features updates on key 

indicators as well as a new report on the status 

of polar bears. In 2006, NOAA's Climate 

Program Office introduced the State of the 

Arctic Report which established a baseline of 

conditions at the beginning of the 21st 

century. It is updated annually as the Arctic 

Report Card to document the often-quickly 

changing conditions in the Arctic. To view 

this year's report, visit http://

www.arctic.noaa.gov/reportcard/. 

Contact: Monica Allen (at AGU, San 

Francisco), monica.allen@noaa.gov, 202-

379-6693 

 

The extent of sea ice in 

September 2014 was the 

sixth lowest since satellite 

observations began in 

1979. (Credit: NOAA) 
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         Alaska Native Harbor  

  Seal Commission 
    1995-2015 

Acknowledging 20 Years of  working 

with Tribes and Seal Hunters, while 

working closely with our Federal and 

State partners and the many collabo-

rators to fulfill our mission of: 

 

Ensuring that harbor seals remain an 

essential cultural, spiritual, and nutri-

tional element of  our traditional way of  

life, and to promote the health of  harbor 

seals in order to carry forward the cultur-

al, spiritual, and nutritional traditions 

of  Alaska Natives 
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WILDLIFE VIEWING  

MARINE MAMMALS:  A CODE OF CON-

DUCT    
Federal law prohibits pursuit of marine mammals. 

(Unless pursuit and viewing is for hunting purposes is conducted by a qualified 

Alaska Native Seal Hunter) 

 Remain at least 100 yards from marine mammals. 

 Time spent observing individual(s) should be limited to 30 minutes. 

 Whales should not be encircled or trapped between boats, or boats and shore. 

 If approached by a whale, put the engine in neutral and allow the whale to pass. 

 
Even if approached by a marine mammal: 

 Offering food, discarding fish or fish waste, or any other food item is prohibited. 

Do not touch or swim with the animals. They can behave unpredictably and may also transmit 

disease. 

HOW TO OBSERVE MARINE MAMMAL BEHAVIORS AND MINIMIZE YOUR IMPACT 

While viewing marine mammals, your actions should not cause a change in the behavior of the animals. In-

dividual animal's reactions will vary; carefully observe all animals in the vicinity. Assume that your action is 

a disturbance and cautiously leave the vicinity if you observe behaviors such as these: 

Increased movements. . . away from the disturbance; hurried entry into the water by many animals, or herd 

movement towards the water. Increased vocalization, aggressive behavior. . . by many animals towards the 

disturbance; several individuals raising their heads simultaneously. 

Guidelines and regulations presented 
here are designed to prevent wildlife 
viewers from violating federal law and 
to reduce the potential for wildlife 
viewing to inadvertently harm whales, 
dolphins, porpoises, seals and sea lions. 
This information does not replace fed-
eral law. 

DISCLAIMER 

Whale watching in southeast Alaska near Ju-

neau. Photo: Larry Petersen  

  Alaska Native Exemption: 
 

The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)of 1972  As  

Amended, was passed to prevent the depletion of marine  

mammals. Section 101(b) of the act states Alaska Natives are  

exempt of the take prohibition provided that their taking of  

marine mammals: 
 

1.  For subsistence purposes; or 

 

2.  Is done for purposes of creating and selling authentic and  

     native handicrafts and clothing. 

 

3. In each case is done in a non-wasteful manner. 

http://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/protectedresources/mmv/guide.htm#fl
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A team of biologists and veterinarians from NOAA, 

the National Park Service, and the Marine Mammal 

Center--with logistical support from the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service--conducted a research project 

on harbor seals on Adak Island during September 2-

9, 2014. The goal of this project was to collect base-

line data on the seals’ health and behaviors since no 

prior studies have been conducted on harbor seals 

in the Aleutian Islands. Using small boats and tan-

gle nets, the team captured 15 seals in Clam La-

goon, located in the northeast corner of Adak Is-

land.  

The sex composition was 10 females and 5 males, 

and by age-class was 9 adults, 5 subadults, and 1 

weaned pup. All seals were examined, measured, 

and weighed to assess their physical condition, and 

blood and tissue samples were collected to analyze 

their health, diet, and genetic composition. Alt-

hough samples have not been tested yet for con-

taminants or diseases, all of the seals appeared to be 

healthy and in good condition. 

Satellite tags were attached to hair on the heads or 

backs of 13 seals that had sufficiently completed 

their annual “molt” (shedding and regrowth of hair 

and skin). These tags will transmit the seals’ move-

ments and diving and haul-out behaviors for up to 

1 year, then will fall off during next year’s molt. 

During the 3 months since they were tagged and 

released, the seals have exhibited three general 

movement patterns. 

Most seals have remained close to Clam Lagoon, 

either staying within the lagoon or making short 

(10 km or less) trips to nearby waters. 

A few seals initially stayed close to the lagoon but 

have since made longer (20-40 km) trips to nearby 

islands while remaining over the relatively shallow 

continental shelf. 

One seal has made repeated long-distance trips (up 

to 200 km away) off of the continental shelf and 

into the Bering Sea. So far, no seals have traveled 

(Credit: Dave Withrow, NOAA) 

Harbor seal research in Adak  

NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center  

south into the North Pacific Ocean. The seals’ dive 

depths appear to be associated with their location. 

Within Clam Lagoon, the seals are making shallow 

dives less than 30 m deep, which is likely at or near 

the bottom of the lagoon, while outside Clam Lagoon, 

the seals are making deeper dives, often more than 

100 m and occasionally more than 200 m deep. These 

dives are likely associated with foraging. Haul-out 

data have not been analyzed yet, but it appears that 

most seals have been spending increasingly more of 

their time in the water (as opposed to hauled out on 

land) since early October. This matches expectations 

as the seals transitioned from molting (when haul-out 

time is at its annual peak) to a period of increased for-

aging. Smaller satellite tags were also attached to the 

seals’ hind flippers, which can transmit haul-out data 

for multiple years and are intended to be used to im-

prove abundance estimates from aerial surveys. 

We will continue to monitor incoming data from the 

satellite tags and provide periodic reports on the 

seals’ movements, diving, and haul-out behaviors in 

the coming months. 

 

Shawn Dahle, Josh London, and Peter Boveng 

National Marine Mammal Laboratory 

NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center 

shawn.dahle@noaa.gov 
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ANHSC Mission Statement 

 
“Ensuring that harbor seals remain 

an essential cultural, spiritual, and 

nutritional element of our tradi-

tional way of life, and to promote 

the health of harbor seals in order 

to carry forward the cultural, spir-

itual, and nutritional traditions of 

Alaska Natives” 

 


